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2024 at a Glimpse

The World is
Not at Peace

Conflict and Resolution

The war in Ukraine reached the
beginning of its third year and has
been going on since February 27th,
2014. Israel was still at war with Ha-
mas in the Gaza strip due to their at-
tack of Israel on October 7th the previ-
ous year. Hezbollah began adding
attacks as a result of that conflict, but
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Israel responded heavily, devising a
scheme to destroy most of their leader-
ship with pager bombs and air attacks
in Lebanon. With Russia in Ukraine
and Hezbollah weakened, Bashar al-
Assad, the Syrian leader whose family
ruled with an iron fist for 53 years, fled
the country after a 10-day campaign by
rebel factions ended in the taking of
Damascus. The primary leadership
amongst the rebels stated that they will
respect minority and religious rights
and will institute a representative gov-
ernment. Sweden finally joined the
NATO alliance, which was added
along with Finland after Russia invad-
ed and attacked Kiev.

Economics

The year began with hope and
prosperity after a couple of years of
growing inflation and other economic
issues left over as a result of misman-
agement from the previous administra-
tion. The pandemic was ended during
the current U.S. administration mis-
managed so badly by the previous ad-
ministration that a Forbes article in
February 11th of 2021 quoted a Lancet
Report stating that the Trump admin-
istration policies caused hundreds of
thousands of unnecessary deaths.
The previous administration’s policies
brought higher unemployment, lower
health care enroliment, higher crime,
and the largest debt in history for a
single presidential term. We currently
enjoy a robust economy, lower unem-
ployment, higher health care enroll-
ment, higher market value and a lower
crime rate. We end the year well.

Politics and Religion

Pro-Palestinian protests erupted
on college campuses throughout the
U.S. Putin wins re-election virtually
unopposed. Voters in Mexico, the
United Kingdom and the U.S. elected
new leadership with Mexico choosing a
woman in Claudia Sheinbaum and the

U.S. continues to be against female
presidential leadership, rejecting Ka-
mala Harris. Once again, Evangelical
Christians chose the irreligious Donald
Trump over the devout Christian and
church member Vice-President Harris.
One study indicated that President
Biden attended more services while in
the White House than any other presi-
dent in six decades, with Trump as the
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least, having attended only ten times in
his four years. He did hold a Bible in
front of one for political purposes.
Donald Trump suffered an ear wound
during one assassination attempt and
one other attempt was thwarted on his
golf course at Mar-a-Lago during the
campaign. He won 312 electoral votes
- eight votes greater than his 2016 win.
The CEO of United Healthcare, was
assassinated with the motive being
corporate greed in the healthcare in-
dustry. As many Americans have sup-
ported such violent acts on social me-
dia, Christians should be concerned
with the soul of the country. Notre
Dame de Paris reopened with dignitar-
ies from around the world present.

Science and Technology

There was a wave of Al develop-
ment that caused many issues, mostly
regarding fraudulent depiction of peo-
ple and their actions. Two NASA as-
tronauts rode a Boeing Starliner out to
the Space Station on June 5, 2024,
only to be stuck the rest of the year.
Climate change contributes to the hot-
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test summer on record. Massive solar
storms make solar flares visible. Ja-
pan lands a probe on the moon. A
total solar eclipse was seen in parts of
North America. Trillions of cicadas
emerge in North America with both the
17— and 13-year cycles coinciding.
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The Olympics were held in Paris
with record breaking performances by
swimmer Katie Ledecky and gymnast
Simone Biles. The Michigan Wolver-
ines won the 2023-2024 NCAA foot-
ball playoff title after beating the
Washington Huskies 34-13. The Los
Angeles Dodgers won their eighth
World Series championship taking
down the New York Yankees at Yan-
kee Stadium in the final game. They
did this after erasing a five-run deficit.
Caitlin Clark breaks multiple NCAA
scoring records and goes pro. Lebron
James reaches 40,000 points in the
NBA.

Christian Press is Born

Christian PRESS (CP) is a maga-
zine for all Christians around the world
and those who would learn more of
the Christian lifestyle and beliefs. We
offer insights into what it is to follow
Jesus and be a good Christian, not
only in the eyes of God, but to all the
peoples of the world. We work to pro-
vide biblical training and a real Chris-
tian perspective on current events
around the world. We offer this infor-
mation free to those who seek it on the
web and provide a hard copy maga-
zine to those who wish to donate and
support us in this effort.

Christian PRESS (CP) is a suc-
cessor through its editor to Independ-
ent Press (IP) founded in 1976. IP in-
formed readership about injustices,
exposed corrupt and immoral activi-
ties, and enhanced the civil discourse,
originally in Birmingham, Alabama. As
IP would speak to issues that affect
people regarding those issues, Chris-

tian PRESS accomplishes a similar
goal in addressing the lives of Chris-
tians today by applying biblical and
theological principles to those issues,
with the goal of determining what
would Jesus do (WWJD). Born also in
Birmingham, Alabama, CP also contin-
ues the goal of its sponsor, McDowell
Bible College, to follow the great com-
mandment and teach all nations the
Gospel and what it is to be a Christian.

We look forward to keeping you
informed and provide biblical instruc-
tion as we develop these pages.
Please pray for this effort as we build
this website and magazine in the fu-
ture, all for the Glory of our Lord, Je-
sus Christ.

God Bless All
In the New Year!

Some Recent News

and Commentary from
CP Online

The House Passes a
Stop-gap Budget Bill
on the Evening of the Last Day

Washington, D.C., Dec. 20, 2024

The House of Representatives
passed a last ditch budget bill and
sent it to the senate this evening which
should pass in the senate without
problems. The newest House pro-
posal is a 118-page bill that contains
most of the provisions that were put in
place in the bipartisan bill that was
agreed to on Wednesday. The bill in-
cludes $100 billion for disaster aid,
$30 billion for farmers and a one-year
extension of the farm bill, provisions
that were under heavy debate prior to
this week's votes. It does not include
the increase in the debt ceiling that
President-elect Trump wanted.

This is similar to the original bill
that the House rejected after multiple
tweets by Elon Musk and later Presi-
dent-elect Trump threatening Republi-
can representatives to be primaried if
they voted for it. They caved, alt-
hough it had bipartisan support previ-
ously, and tanked the original pro-
posal. The Republicans tried to pass
a bill with many Democratic provisions
gutted and adding purported five ftril-
lion dollars to the debt. Fiscal con-
servative Republicans voted against
this bill, along with Democrats. Final-
ly, Speaker Johnson managed to put
together a temporary fix until March,

with provisions similar to the original
bill, which passed with bipartisan sup-
port. The senate has already ap-
proved pediatric cancer research that
was stripped out of the current stop-
gap measure. Senators were also
expected to advance both the govern-
ment funding bill and the Social Secu-
rity Fairness Act this evening.

Commentary

It is a serious problem when some
members of congress are cowed by
billionaire tweets, especially when one
of those billionaires, the richest man in
the world, currently holds no elective
or even administrative office at this
time. When the rich can unfairly influ-
ence our country's elections, that is
bad enough. When they use that influ-
ence to hurt those less fortunate
(farmers in need, disaster victims, chil-
dren with cancer, etc.), it is indeed
evil. Here is what the Bible says about
it in Proverbs 14:31, "Whoever op-
presses a poor man insults his Maker,
but he who is generous to the needy
honors him." The rich, Elon Musk and
President-elect Trump, are billionaires
who look out for nobody's interest but
their own. They have both stated that
they would rather the government shut
down than for congress to fail to give
them their way. Imagine soldiers and
police and other emergency personnel
who are still required to work without
pay. Now imagine the two million gov-
ernment employees who will not get a
check during the Christmas season.
Trump nor Musk care about those
people, it doesn't affect them. My
question is this. We know that Trump
had this attitude before in his previous
term, but with guardrails of good peo-
ple who talked him down when he
tried to do the worst (although he did
leave us 7 trillion dollars more in debt).
Now, he is trying to load the executive
department with loyalists who are not
only not qualified for many of the posi-
tions, but who will do his will without
any pushback. How could good Chris-
tians have voted for such a man. Re-
member, whoever oppresses a poor
man insults his Maker. But then,
Trump has never really been a reli-
gious man to begin with and does not
fear God's reprisal. Do you honor
God? Did you honor God with your
vote? Because, | am telling you, a
majority of Evangelical Christians did
not when they voted for this irreligious,
immoral individual. (Note: The senate
went on to pass the bill early the next
morning.) Editor, CP Cont’ pg.12



The Church
Today

Issues that Affect
Churches in
Modern Times

The Potluck Dinner

By Qunhong ‘Hong’ Tan

The potluck dinner was always a
great tradition in the American church.
Some recall the day of outside pot-
lucks with tables built many yards long
of a permanent material, often con-
crete, on which members laid out their
favorite dishes to share with others in
the congregation. Often, this was a
great outreach to the community as it
became a social event shared even
amongst those who did not attend, or
at least attend regularly. In any event,
it was considered a blessing to break-
ing bread in this manner amongst
those who love the Lord.

Often, especially in the fast-paced
world we live in now, as most working
age women are busy in the workforce,
this tradition has gone to the wayside
in favor of catered meals from profes-
sionals. We still break bread, but we
have lost the “flavor” of sharing. Pot-
luck is now relegated to a once or
twice a year activity, if at all in many
churches.

Jesus broke bread with His disci-
ples in Matthew 26:26 and in Acts 2:46
-47, the apostles went on “And day by
day, attending the temple together and
breaking bread in their homes, they
received their food with glad and gen-
erous hearts, praising God and having
favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to their number day by day
those who were being saved.”

We often fail to understand the
outreach nature of this tradition. Pot-
lucks can be a way to help those in
need in the community, because no
congregation would turn away some-
one who had little or no dish, but be
happy to share bread with all.

Those churches who offer meals
on Wednesday evenings have found a
much higher attendance to the bible
study, because Christians love to eat
with each other. But more than that,
they are receiving often healing bene-
fits from this Christian tradition as they
share fellowship and prayers with oth-

ers. Jesus and His disciples very of-
ten shared meals with each other. We
as Christians could also benefit in our
faith and our own shared blessings by
doing no less.

| hope as you enter the new year,
that you will also consider bringing
back the potluck Christian fellowship if
you church has lost some of its flavor.
God will surely bless your efforts and if
you use this as an outreach to your

community, your church will be
blessed as well.
Here is one of my favorites.

Share your recipes with us and we
may publish them in the future:

-

Sweet and Sour Chicken

2 tbs. cornstarch

2 ths. water

1 cup flour

Salt and pepper to taste.

1 tbs. soy sauce

3/4 cup chicken stock

1/3 cup pineapple juice

1/2 cup pineapple tidbits

2 0z. maraschino cherry juice

1/2 cup maraschino cherries

2 tbs. tomato paste

2 tbs. rice vinegar (regular vinegar can be
used)

2 tsp. honey

4 ths. peanut oil (vegetable oil if allergic)

2 green peppers, pith and seeds removed,
then cut into half inch pieces.

1 large onion cut into half inch pieces

1 inch piece of fresh ginger peeled and
chopped finely.

1 Ib. of chicken breast cut into one inch pieces.

Combine the soy sauce, chicken
stock, tomato paste, vinegar, cherry
juice, pineapple juice, and honey in a
small bowl, stirring it until it is well
blended, then set aside. Combine the
cornstarch and water in a cup until
diluted with no lumps. In a shallow
bowl, combine the flour, salt and pep-
per. Bread the chicken pieces in the
flour mixture then set them aside.

Heat half the oil in a wok or similar
frying pan and wait until the oil is quite
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hot, but not smoking. Then add the
breaded chicken pieces and stir fry
until browned and well done. Remove
the pieces onto a plate covered by a
paper towel to drain the oil. Set aside
until time to serve.

Heat the other half of the oil in the
wok. When it is hot, add the peppers,
onions, cherries, and ginger and stir
fry for two minutes. Then add the
chicken stock mixture and stir it until it
boils, then thicken the mixture with the
cornstarch and water. Pour into a
large bowl.

It is recommended that you do not
combine the meat and sauce until just
before you serve them by adding the
fried chicken pieces to the sauce and
vegetable mixture. For potlucks, |
keep them separate, then warm up the
sauce mixture before adding it to the
chicken for serving. That keeps the
chicken crispy longer.

What Are We Doing to the
Older Members?

By Larry McDowell

Earlier last year | moved out of my
neighborhood in the East Lake com-
munity of Birmingham, Alabama up to
Fultondale just north of the city. |
moved to East Lake seven years prior
to take my first paid pastoral ministry
position as Assistant Pastor of Lake
Highland Baptist Church and wanted
to be near my ministry. The church
had a traditional service with the old
hymns. | attended a bible study
for the elderly at the senior center at
East Lake Park almost daily, and later
taught on Thursday mornings. For
over a year, we sang hymns from the
National Baptist hymnal and listened
to a different pastor or lay minister
each day of the week present a bible
study. Being the only white person in
the study, nevertheless, | was familiar
with the old National Baptist hymns as
| had played piano for the National
Baptist service in a chapel at Ft. Leon-
ard Wood and many were the same
hymns as all protestant denominations
sing. | realized that loving and singing
old hymns breached racial and de-
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nominational boundaries
seniors.

A year later, | became a senior
pastor of a church for a year, then
served in several other churches in my
ministry to try and revive outreach
from those congregations with my Mo-
tivated Outreach training. All of those
churches sang the old hymns, during
which we sat through at least half, with
a possible sprinkling of newer praise
songs along the way.

But, | digress. After | moved to
the Fultondale community, my wife
and | visited several churches of the
Southern Baptist tradition in the Ful-
tondale and Gardendale. | avoided
the very large churches as | am more
comfortable in a medium to small
church. Yet, most of the churches we
attended spent 15-20 minutes or more
standing. Of the older members,
some tried to keep standing, but a few
embarrassingly sat down after tiring.
They were surrounded by a sea of
standing people singing repetitive
praise songs and they seemed to be
left out. The younger members were
enthusiastic and in most of the church-
es, there was growth. It seemed to
me that the better the success, the
longer the standing.

The problem is that now most
churches have decided that if they
want to grow, they must become most-
ly a modern service with standing,
waving of arms and praising the Lord
with these simple, repetitive songs, or
they will not continue to grow. They
take no pity or understanding ot the
senior members amongst them who
lack the energy or physical ability to
participate.

We eventually returned to First
Baptist Church of Birmingham and its
commute over the mountain on Sun-
day mornings. They are a medium
church with a great mixed music pro-
gram and respect is given to the older
members regarding lengthy standing.
The quality of the music service is well
done, despite the fact that unlike the
mega churches who have large or-
chestras, they do very well with a few
instruments and a medium choir, re-
specting the piano and organ as the
primary instruments.

Worship leaders need to be more
respectful of the seniors in the congre-
gation and offer more respite to the
long standing periods. Senior pastors
and church leadership should also
understand and respond to this issue.

Though | hate to put it in fiscal
terms, but the seniors simply support

amongst

the church much better than the mid-
dle aged or the youth in terms of tith-
ing. The days of a preponderance of
10 percent tithes are long gone. But
there is certainly an age difference.

A Lifeway study indicated that
22% of 18-34 aged stated “l try to
give, but | am not always consistent”
with the average giving less than one
percent (Billy Graham study). . This
goes down to 20% for aged 35-49
with an average of 3%, with only 12%
of 65+ stating that they are not con-
sistent and often they average 5%,
with many seniors meeting the 10%
tithe despite often dwindled income
after retirement.

Gain, | understand it is about
bringing people into your congrega-
tion, but | think many churches have
lost respect for the generation that
gives the most support for the church,
fiscally and spiritually. It comes down
to respect for your senior members.
Are you showing it or not.

Some larger churches have re-
solved this issue with two services,
one modern one for the youth and an-
other more traditional servicefor the
seniors. Whatever your solution, give
the seniors a break. | think you will
find that even the younger folks don’t
want their service to be like a rock
concert and can worship with enthusi-
asm, even with the occasional break
from standing. Also, the traditional
hymns are coming back to popularity.

Being in the music ministry off and
on for 50 years, | can understand Wor-
ship Leaders appreciating the feed-
back of waving hands, clapping and
standing ovation to their efforts. How-
ever, | also understand their can be a
balance and should be a balance.
Psalms calls us to “worship and bow

down; let us kneel before the
Lord” (Psalm 95:6), but also “praise
him with tambourine and

dance” (Psalm 150). That’s my point-
you can and should do both: praise
and be respectful in the service.

Interfaith Homes

The ideal is to marry and build a
family with a Christian spouse. How-
ever, sometimes love does not always
follow down that path, or the marriage
starts out with an agnostic or other
faith basis, but one becomes a Chris-
tian later on. In any event, it becomes
quite complicated, especially in how
children are raised in the home.

This year, the first night of Hanuk-
kah falls on Christmas, which means
many interfaith homes will be celebrat-
ing both holidays. Religion News had
an article of one mixed Christian and
Jewish marriage that found compro-
mise by celebrating ‘Christmukkah’.
There is a Christmas tree adorned
with ornaments to include two Stars of
David. The children have hun blue
“Hanukkah stockings” and there’s an
Advent calendar and presents under
the tree along with menorahs and a
collection of dreidels. Interfaith fami-
lies are constantly deciding how to
embrace both traditions. One God
prevails, but Christ is also there. We
can only hope that the Jewish half will
come to know Him.

https://www.McDowellBibleCollege.org



CP Sermon Series

This month we begin a series on the churches of Revelation.

Keep the Lamplight Shining
Rev. Larry McDowell

Lo o e —

Our scripture is taken from Revela-
tion 2:1-5 (ESV):

“To the angel of the church in Ephe-
sus write: ‘The words of him who holds
the seven stars in his right hand, who
walks  among  the seven  golden
lampstands. “‘l know your works, your
toil and your patient endurance, and how
you cannot bear with those who are evil,
but have tested those who call themselves
apostles and are not, and found them to be
false. I know you are enduring patiently
and bearing up for my name's sake, and
you have not grown weary. But I have this
against you, that you have abandoned the
love you had at first. Remember therefore
from where you have fallen; repent, and
do the works you did at first. If not, I will
come to you and remove your lampstand
from its place, unless you repent.’”

John passes on the prophesy from
Jesus in the book of Revelation and in the
first two chapters, he speaks to seven
churches. Over the next few issues, I am
going to look at each of these seven
churches and try to apply them to modern
churches. I am not going to take them in
the order John gave them, but will take a
look at themes. This month we will take a
hard look at the church at Ephesus.

In chapter two, verse one it refers to
the angel of the church. It is commonly
thought that the angel may be the pastor of
the church at Ephesus, or an angel looking
in on the workings of the church at Ephe-
sus. In some way, this angel represents
this church; but the letter isn’t written just
to the representative, but to the whole
church.

Ephesus was a famous city in the an-
cient world, with an equally famous
church. Paul ministered in Ephesus off
and on for about three and a half years. It
was a major city in Asia Minor famous for

its temples to pagan gods, particularly the
goddess Diana, worshipped with immoral-
y. This tremendous temple to Diana in
Ephesus was regarded as one of the seven
wonders of the ancient world. It was sup-
ported by 127 pillars, each pillar 60 feet
tall, and it was adorned with great sculp-
tures.

For many years during the Roman
period, the city was considered the second
largest populated area of the Roman Em-
pire. It had a population in the first centu-
ry time of Paul and John of about a quarter
million.

The Temple of Artemis was also a
major treasury and bank of the ancient
world, where merchants, kings, and even
cities made deposits, and where their mon-
ey could be kept safe under the protection
of deity.

Ephesus was a hotbed of superstition,
evil and satanic practices. Books on sor-
cery and other ungodly and forbidden arts
were plentiful in that city.

He who holds the seven stars in His
right hand, who walks in the midst of the
seven golden lampstands: These images
were taken from John’s vision of Jesus in
Revelation 1. They emphasize the authori-
ty of Jesus in the Church (He holds the
seven stars) and His immediate presence
in the Church (He walks in the midst of
the seven golden lampstands). This intro-
duction stresses that Jesus is central to the
church, and should be recognized as cen-
tral to the church.

Jesus says, “I know your works”: Je-
sus looked at His church, and He knew its
condition. It was no mystery to Him.
There may be sin or corruption hidden in a
congregation, but it isn’t hidden to Jesus.
He would say the same thing to us today,
both as individuals and as a congregation:
I know your works.

Now think about that for a minute, if
Jesus knew the works of the early church-
es, do you think He would not know what
we are doing right here in this church?
God is omniscient, he knows the heart of
each and every person in this sanctuary
today.

Jesus speaks of “Your works, your
labor, your patience”: Jesus knew what
this church did right. They worked hard
for the Lord and they had Godly endur-
ance. Patience is the great ancient Greek
word hupomone, which means “steadfast
endurance.” In this sense, the church in
Ephesus was rock-solid.

Jesus states, “You cannot bear those
who are evil”: The Ephesian church pur-

sued doctrinal purity.

Paul warned the Ephesians in Acts
20:29-31: “29 1 know that after I leave,
savage wolves will come in among you
and will not spare the flock. 30 Even from
your own number men will arise and dis-
tort the truth in order to draw away disci-
ples after them. 31 So be on your guard!
Remember that for three years I never
stopped warning each of you night and
day with tears.

Christians today, like the Ephesian
church then, must vigorously test those
who claim to be messengers from God —
especially those who say they are apostles,
because deceivers will speak well of them-
selves. The greater the evil, the more de-
ceptive its cloak.

In the nineteenth century the great
preacher Charles Spurgeon wrote this
about Paul’s warning: “This was grand of
them: it showed a backbone of truth. I
wish some of the churches of this age had
a little of this holy decision about them;
for nowadays, if a man be clever; he may
preach the vilest lie that was ever vomited
from the mouth of hell, and it will go
down with some.”

Spurgeon had a sad experience with
some of those of his day who would turn
his Baptist beliefs in more liberal ways.
His efforts to stop it caused him to be cen-
sured and he died of a broken heart.

John writes of the words of Jesus,
“You have persevered and have patience,
and have labored for My name’s sake and
have not become weary”. The Ephesian
church continued doing these things with-
out becoming weary. They showed a god-
ly perseverance that we should imitate.
We should all do our part as we go out and
invite others to church and witness to the
community. By all outward appearances,
this was a solid church that worked hard,
had great outreach, and protected the in-
tegrity of the gospel.

But, Ephesus was not perfect. What
did Jesus has against the church at Ephe-
sus? “Nevertheless, I have this against
you, that you have left your first love.”
Nevertheless — in other words despite all
the good things they had done for the
Lord, they left their first love. Oh, every-
thing looked good from the outside, but it
was all a fagade.

If you would have attended a service
of the church at Ephesus, you might have
thought, “This church is getting busy.
They are doing so much, and they really
keep it biblical.” But then as you sat in
the pew and observed, you might have had
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a vague, uneasy feeling — yet it would
probably be hard to figure out. It wasn’t
hard for Jesus to see the problem.

You see the problem was serious.

Without love, all is vain. No wonder Jesus
said, “Nevertheless I have this against
you.”
Jesus told them that they had left their
first love: What love did they leave? As
Christians, we are told to love God and to
love one another. Did they leave their love
for God? Did they leave their love for one
another? Probably both are in mind, be-
cause the two loves go together. You can’t
say you love God and not love His family,
and you can’t really love His family with-
out loving Him first.

The Ephesian church was a hard-
working church, a doctrinally pure church,
but they were also a hard-hearted church.
If you become arrogant and hard in your
view of others from your theology, you
can have a congregation that is cold, sus-
picious and intolerant. Today, that means
that the congregation, instead of loving
their neighbors as the Lord loved them,
become less than welcoming to all.

So how does Jesus know this? I truly
believe that they had rejected the fruit of
the spirit of love. When you reject a gift
of the Holy Spirit, you have rejected God
and of course the Son of God being one
with the trilogy would know your heart as
the cold and intolerant thing it has be-
come.

Jesus remembers your first love. He
remembers it like a wife remembers the
first period of romance with her husband,
the early days when everything was beau-
tiful and loving. That time when you went
up the aisle and fell in love with Jesus.
You see, Jesus wants us to keep the hon-
eymoon going, He wants us to love him as
well now as we did then. He wants that
first love.

Remember therefore from where you
have fallen: The first step in restoration
for the Ephesian church is for them to re-
member. They need to remember from
where you have fallen. This means re-
membering where they used to be in their
love for the Lord and for one another.
This means bringing on a second honey-
moon. This means a revival of love for
the Lord.

When the Prodigal Son was in the
pigpen, the first step in restoration was
remembering what life was like back in
his father’s home in Luke 16:17-19). This
is always the first step in getting back to
where we should be with the Lord.

Repent: This is not a command to feel
sorry, or really to feel anything. It means
to change your direction, to go a different
way.
Do the first works: This means that
they must go back to the basics, to the

very first things they did when you first
fell in love with Jesus. These are the
things that we never grow beyond.

What are the first works?
- Remember how you used to spend time
in His Word?
- Remember how you used to pray?
- Remember the joy in getting together
with other Christians?
- Remember how excited you were about
telling others about Jesus?

One commentator writes, “We might

say that Satan does a masterful job in cre-
ating a sense of general dissatisfaction
with these first works. Christians will run
after almost every new, strange method or
program for growth and stability. Our
shortened attention spans make us easily
bored with the truest excitement. Some-
times we will do almost anything except
the first works.”
Or else I will come to you quickly and
remove your lampstand from its place:
Jesus gave them a stern warning. Unless
they repent, He will remove their light and
His presence. When their lampstand was
removed, they could continue as an organ-
ization, but no longer as a true church of
Jesus Christ. There are a lot of churches
out there today who do a lot of works, and
some have some modicum of success and
even growth, but it is not a biblical
growth, it is not from God.

You see there was a lampstand in the
tabernacle of the Israelites and the light
was tended by Aaron and his sons so that
its light never went out. The lampstand of
the New Testament church was a symbol
for Jesus Christ through the Holy Spirit.
A church cannot exist with out the Holy
Spirit. If is not a church if God is not
there. It reminds me of those lines in the
movie Sounder:

The character David Lee asks, “What
do they do in the white churches, Mama?”

His mama answers, “Same as we --
they pray.

Ike says, “You know, one time by
mistake | went into a white church down
in Row County and to this day I don't
know how'n the devil I got outta that
church alive.

Nathan Lee interrupts, “They probly
thought you was crazy.”

Ike replies, “I guess so -- but I went
home and did me some praying to the
Lord. I said, ‘Lord, I went into this white
church down in Row and all I want
you to tell me is how I ever got outta there
in one piece?’”

Nathan Lee asks, “What did the Lord
tell you, Tke?”

Ike answered, “He said, I don't know,
Ike -- you doin' better'n me, I been tryin' to
git in there for 200 years and ain't make it

yet!”

Apparently, at least in the short term,
the Ephesians heeded this warning. In the
early second century (not too long after
John wrote), Ignatius, an early church fa-
ther, praised the love and the doctrinal
purity of the Ephesians. Ignatius wrote,
“You, who are of the most holy Church of
the Ephesians, which is so famous and
celebrated throughout the world . . . you,
being full of the Holy Spirit, do nothing
according to the flesh, but all things ac-
cording to the Spirit. You are complete in
Christ Jesus.”

From what Ignatius wrote, it seems
that the Ephesians returned to their first
love without compromising doctrinal puri-
ty. That isn’t always an easy balance to
keep, but the Ephesians apparently kept it,
at least for a time.

You’ve got to love everybody and
love the Lord to be a church. Remember
Jesus probably had in mind what he said
in Matthew 22:37-40 and Mark 12:30-31
when He was talking about love. Remem-
ber, when He was asked what the greatest
commandment was by the pharisee, and
He quoted Deuteronomy 6:5, “Love the
Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your
strength.” Then Jesus added Leviticus
19:18, “Love your neighbor as yourself.”

That is the love the Church of Ephe-
sus had lost. That is the love many Chris-
tians in many churches today has lost.

In Matthew 18:20, Jesus said, “For
where two or three are gathered in my
name, there am I among them.” However,
you cannot gather in his name and not
follow His commandments. You must
love the Lord you God with all your heart
and with all your soul and with all your
strength and you must love your neighbor
as yourself. If you cannot do those two
things, you are not worshipping in His
name and your lampstand is missing.

Don’t lose the love. Don’t lose the
love you felt for Jesus Christ from the day
you walked up the aisle and accepted him.
The day some heard an evangelist and
came to tears as they realized the love of
Jesus Christ. Don’t lose the love for your
fellow Christians as you fellowship and
worship in His name.

Is your lamp light glowing? Do you
feel the spirit of Jesus Christ here this
morning? Are you feeling the spirit right
now? If you cannot feel the spirit, then
come down here and pray with me as Lau-
rie leads us in our invitational hymn. If
you cannot feel the love, then its time to
pray to the Lord and have him light that
lamp again, feel the warmth, feel the glow,
feel the Lord once again in your life.

Upon joining First Baptist Church of
Hoover several years back, it was not
more than a week or two that Sister Barba-



ra Bailey came to join. Because of our
newness in the church at the same time,
there was a bond formed between her,
myself and Hong, my wife. Barbara Bai-
ley soon became a regular at the Wednes-

day morning senior bible study. It was
there that she often shared her ideas on
passages and discussed the bible with my-
self and others.

Barbara loved the bible and love the
Lord and she found solace in the 23rd
Psalms:

1 The Lord is my shepherd; I shall not
want.

2 He maketh me to lie down in green pas-
tures: he leadeth me beside the still waters.
3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in
the paths of righteousness for his name's
sake.

4 Yea, though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil: for
thou art with me; thy rod and thy staff
they comfort me.

5 Thou preparest a table before me in the
presence of mine enemies: thou anointest
my head with oil; my cup runneth over.

6 Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life: and I will dwell
in the house of the Lord for ever.

You see, Sister Barbara now dwells in
the House of the Lord forever. You can
find solace in the fact that she knew what
awaited her on the other side. She knew
that one day she would be welcomed into
the arms of her Lord.

Barbara was a servant of the Lord.
She many times had to miss church and
miss Wednesday bible study because of
various illnesses and afflictions. Yet, she
would always return with love in her heart
for her fellow Christians. She always had

an encouraging word to me as [ began my
pastoral ministry as Outreach Leader at
First Baptist Hoover.

I remember after a series of sermons
on outreach and witnessing and talking
about it in the bible study, one Wednesday
morning Barbara came in and said, “Well,
Brother Larry, I did it. I went around my
neighborhood and knocked on doors and
invited my neighbors to church. Now you
have to understand, at the time, Barbara
did not get around so well. Yet, she want-
ed to be a part of the program to reach out
to others in the community and invite
them to church. I like to think her exam-
ple encouraged others to do the same.

Barbara has suffered in her health
over the years, but as is stated in Revela-
tion 21:4, “And God shall wipe away all
tears from their eyes; and there shall be no
more death, neither sorrow, nor crying,
neither shall there be any more pain: for
the former things are passed away.”

At times like this, the phrase is some-
times overused, but we can all be confi-
dent that Barbara is now in a better place.
She is with the Lord she loved so well,
and she no longer has any pain.

From John chapter 14 Jesus told his
disciples, ““Let not your hearts be trou-
bled. Believe in God; believe also in me. 2
In my Father's house are many rooms. If it
were not so, would I have told you that I
go to prepare a place for you? 3 And if I
go and prepare a place for you, I will
come again and will take you to myself,
that where I am you may be also. 4 And
you know the way to where I am going.”
It is a promise we can all share if only you
believe in Him as Barbara did.

God Bless!

Pulpit Humor

(We do not guarantee the age or pun
factor of the following humor.)

Six-year-old Angie and her four-year-old
brother Joel were sitting together during church
services. Joel giggled, sang, and talked out
loud. Finally, his big sister had enough. “You're
not supposed to talk out loud in church.”

“Why? Who's going to stop me?” Joel

2 asked. Angie pointed to the back of the church

and said, “See those two men standing by the
door? They're hushers.”

We had a substitute preacher preaching
at our church and he told this story. He said,
when he was younger, he thought that the
doxology went: “Praise God from whom all
blessings go, Praise him all preachers here we
go (instead of creatures here below), then
praise him above the heavenly host, praise
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost.” He said he
thought that because, when everyone sang
that, often the preacher leaves the pulpit and
walks out!

A boy came late to Sunday School. Know-
ing he was usually very prompt, his teacher
asked, “Johnny, is anything wrong?”

“No, ma’'am, not really,” he said.”l was
going to go fishing, but my dad told me that |
needed to get on up and go to church.”

The teacher was very impressed and
asked Johnny if his father had explained why
going to church was more important than fish-
ing.

“Yes, ma'am, he did,” Johnny said. “My
daddy said he didn’t have enough bait for both
of us.”
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"I LOVE TO HEAR YOU PREACH, YOU GET
50 MANY THINGS OUT OF YOUR TEXT THAT
ARE REALLY NOT THERE."



Feature Article
The Affect of the Pandemic on Churches

The following is a transcript of an interview conducted after the
worst of the pandemic with Dr. Chris Crain the Director of Missions of
the Birmingham Metro Baptist Association in Birmingham, Alabama. It
sheds a lot of light on the impact of the pandemic on churches.

Larry McDowell: This is a survey to determine the impact of the pandemic
on churches in terms of their services, retention and finances. | want you to
answer questions based on your knowledge of the situation of churches within
the Birmingham Metro Baptist Association. First, at the beginning of the pan-
demic, in February 2020, approximately how many churches were in your asso-
ciation?

Dr. Crain:: 126

Larry McDowell: During the period of the pandemic between February
2020 and now March 2022. How many churches in your association had to
close their doors permanently?

Dr. Crain: Five.

Larry McDowell: Of those that closed permanently during that period.
About how many do you believe closed their doors due to

Larry McDowell: Of those about what percentage were able to stream their
services in real time, either by audio [or] video means. And what percentage
were only able to provide remote services after the fact.

Dr. Crain: | would say that those that provided their service in real time
were pretty high. So, that would be more like 75%. Um, so, well, maybe a quar-
ter of those by the other means here.

Larry McDowell: Of those churches able to provide remote services, about
what percentage continued these remote services even now,

Dr. Crain: That's the good news. At least 75% of those that had started
continued. Yeah.

Larry McDowell: What effect do you believe remote services had on at-
tendance for the average church in your association?

Dr. Crain: So, um, anecdotally and just like you say, my belief, | believe
that it has been a mixed result. You know, there have been some who have
reported that they have more who have just decided to stay home and worship
at home using their, their phone or device. And then we've had others that have
replied that they've had new people come that had seen the worship or the
preaching or both online, even some that have reported Sunday school classes
or bible study groups that they've watched online and then joined later in per-

the pandemic that otherwise not have closed due to attri-
tion or other reasons?
Dr. Crain: Zero.

...at least 45% of
churches that com-

son. So, it has been both a positive and negative experi-
ence.

Larry McDowell: That's... | didn't think about the, the
new part. You know, that's, that's interesting. What effect
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Dr. Crain: Four. od of time... effect on keeping those who were not able to come en-

Larry McDowell: Of those churches that closed during

the pandemic, what do you feel was the primary cause of
those closures, such as retention, finances, normal attrition, remote services or
any combination of those, [such as] finances?

Dr. Crain: Normal attrition.

Larry McDowell: Thank you. You [may] expand on these answers. Okay,
uh, how many new churches have joined your association during the last two
years?

Dr. Crain: So, that's the wild card. So, because of a merger, we had 50,
joined through the merger and then four that joined that were unaffiliated Baptist
churches.

Larry McDowell: I'l just go with the four then, how many churches are
within your association today?

Dr. Crain: So, because of the merger, there are 180.

Larry McDowell: That would be 130 of the original, during the pandemic.
About what percentage of churches in your association had to close for in-
church services during that period due to self-concern for safety or government
mandate?

Dr. Crain: So, during the pandemic, we had, at least for a period of time,
for some part of that duration, at least 45% of churches that completely closed
for at least some period of time.

Larry McDowell: What do you believe was the average period of time
churches were closed for in church services during that pandemic?

Dr. Crain: | would say on average, so, we're taking churches that closed
for months and then churches that closed for a few weeks. Um, | would say the
average would have been two months.

Larry McDowell: Okay for those churches that reopened for in-church
services. About what percentage had to close in-church services, once again,
due to new variants?

Dr. Crain: | would say roughly 20%.

Larry McDowell: What percentage of churches were able to provide ser-
vices during the period of in church closure through either audio or video
means?

Dr. Crain: | would say roughly 55% or so, a little more than that.

Larry McDowell: Now. That is surprising. | thought it would have been
more than that.

Dr. Crain: Yeah. So many just didn't do it

gaged with the church. So, some of our pastors have a
theological issue with remote services, and that would be that they believe that
the church is to be the gathered assembly, and to that, whatever people enjoy at
home remotely is may be good. It may be edifying, but it is not corporate wor-
ship. So, however, there has been a positive effect in that those who are en-
gaged in worship or in their congregations remotely that has helped them stay
connected. So, so | would say overall positive with those negative caveats.

Larry McDowell: What do you think was the effect on the finances for the
average church due to the remote services?

Dr. Crain:: Most churches had a negative overall result. So, that at least
some decline in finances.

Larry McDowell: Yeah, | found it rather interesting because that's my, what
my basic thesis here is that the pandemic had some negative effect in that area
on retention and finances, but, Birmingham, The 1st Baptist Birmingham has
done better or at least as well. And | found that really, really good. How did the
pandemic affect church outreach and personal witnessing during the pandemic?

Dr. Crain: Negative. Those searches that had any kind of in-person out-
reach, door to door or visitation programs suspended those? And it was, was
detrimental. And so, it had an overall negative effect on personal evangelism

Larry McDowell: Other than remote services, what other steps or strate-
gies have you heard that your churches and your association took during that
period of the pandemic to improve attendance, retention and finances?

Dr. Crain: I've, I've heard of several that have put together packets of
material for Children's classes and adult classes, um, to distribute and that
those would be targeted to those that really needed threat materials as opposed
to all. So that has been good. Now, this would be virtual uh, to some degree, but
it would be recorded. Uh, some had prerecorded lessons and provided links to
those. So those were not remote services, but they were bible studies. So,
they've done prerecorded bible studies. Also, they've done virtual bible studies.
Those will not be worship services, but we're also remote. Remote giving is
another tools. We have had At least 20 of our churches that had no remote
giving platform to come and get help or we've resourced them to others who
could help them to set that up. So remote giving is another way that churches
have tried to reach or retain people. There there's probably many others that I'm
not... Several churches, | would say four that come to mind, did outdoor type
events where people could social distance. So, when they could not go out and




visit, they would have events that were evangelistic in nature for people to drive
up and stay socially distant in their cars. So, four churches out of our associa-
tion that I'm aware of, possibly others did that. Um, | know of one congregation
that delivered iPads or tablets to the elderly and gave them specific instructions
and how to use those and that, that has helped them stay connected. | know of
couple of churches that used print newsletters through the mail that had sus-
pended those long ago or never had a printed newsletter. And that was a good
tool um to improve attendance retention and finances. Let's see. | know several
that had, had um, had attempted new ministries locally. Outreaches to 1st re-
sponders, teachers, also to medical personnel that served as an outreach to
improve attendance, retention, and finances and that was very good local mis-
sions type work. I'm sure I'm missing some, but those are several. Let me think
[if] there's anything else? Yeah...

Larry McDowell: That's actually quite helpful. | appreciate it.

Dr. Crain: I'm thinking there was at least one church that rewrote a job
description of ministers to deal with specifically virtual ministry. So that would be
another avenues to, to kind of reassigned staff to be in charge of improving
attendance, working with people that are not attending, you know, in person, so
[1] hope that's helpful.

Larry McDowell: Okay. Uh, I'm gonna kinda add this one as an addendum,
because it wasn't mentioned. | noted that the streaming services used by my
church had a real time social media attached to it, for example, Google and
Facebook where the members during the service would be putting in comments.
| don't think my church responded to any of those real time. Were there was that
being done in other churches? And did you know of any

9

this might be a breakthrough and there have been some anecdotal evidence of
that, but | think

Dr. Crain: as you've seen there has been still yet a decline and we are still
not, | was talking to Several pastors yesterday and they're still only about 75%
of where they were before, so it seems like the larger the church, the bigger that
gap is um larger churches seem to not rebounded in attendance, although
they're giving has held pretty strong and that to me has been perplexing, so
larger churches have done well with finances, but their attendance gap um
yeah, larger than some smaller churches where there may be more relational
ties, more pressure is social pressure to be at church in person. That's my eval-
uation of it, right? But what I've seen go out, | think maybe a third or fourth thing
I've learned watching this is that um we we we have to um look at ways of mhm
um.

Dr. Crain: Doing our bible studies or discipleship processes that that in-
volves offsite, Oh, you know, activities that may be home bible studies and
things of that nature, those those who have already had those in place seem to
have been able to regain attendance quicker than those who expect people to
come to one facility because especially in the black community it seems like
because one third of our churches are predominantly african american, there's a
lot of still some fear about coming to a building full of people. So the churches,
well in offside bible studies have, have rebounded quicker and seemed to be
more resilient. And then back to the virtual issue, like | mentioned a moment
ago, several pastors have really struggled with this idea of is it church at all if
you cannot come as the gathered people.

Dr. Crain: And | think it's, it's been a rebirth or renais-

churches that actually had someone responding during
the service real time to those?

Dr. Crain: Um, several one that comes to mind that
did it very well was they did have at Hunter Street Bap-
tist, someone who was monitoring all live services and
his people came online, they would welcome them. If
they made a comment, they respond to it. And, certainly
if there's anything inappropriate, they would delete it,
you know. But, they were there to help get people, uh, to
feel that they were a part of something that was actually
going on. And several churches did that. Valleydale is
another one. Let's see. Crosspoint, which is not in our

manently?

Larry McDowell:
How many churches in
your association had to
close their doors per-

Dr. Crain: Five.

sance in, in studying ecclesial ology, what is the church or
what is worship And and some of our studying the ordinances
and they're studying gathered worship and trying to make sure
that they're not leading the people astray and making them
feel as though they're worshiping and part of the church family
in an appropriate way while they're distant. There's still this
thing that's missing.

Dr. Crain: So think At least five things many others. hope
that helps your project a little bit.

Larry McDowell
Oh, that's great. Uh that's exactly what | was looking for and
this is not a question, but one of the problems that Brother Jim

association, but north in Argo. They did that. So those
are just larger church examples. |just have to believe that some of the smaller
churches did that as well. So yes, there were some [?] yes.

Larry McDowell: And finally, what lessons have you learned from the pan-
demic uh, that really stick out with you. That would... You know, the way mod-
ern science is going, this may indeed occur again down the road. Has your
association? | started thinking about that. And what lessons have you learned
that that that would improve things the next time around.

Dr. Crain: | think, uh, that's an excellent question. One thing that we've
talked about a lot here is pastoral wellness. So pastors and staff members and
leaders made

Dr. Crain: health to navigate challenging situations, including crises like,
and they often don't realize how overwhelmed they are until they have that one
more straw on their back. And so we've, we've done a lot to bring that level of
care up for pastors who want that and also to partner provide weeks and weeks
of biblical counseling and find that for pastors and churches. So that that's been
a, | think the big ones bold print. This is what we've learned that we have, um,
we need our pastors to be resourced uh, and be well. | think another one that's
similar to that is, is when it comes to pastoral leadership. We heard a lot of
predictions about how many might quit the ministry and what we've seen here is
that there have been a few that have resigned. But | think we've underestimated
the resilience

Dr. Crain: of pastors who have been called by God to serve the church.
We we've underestimated that because | confess that I've re shared some arti-
cles about that with, so our association about pastor and quit how many may not
make. And then | think we've sold them short that the pastors were called by
God are there for the right reasons and they are tough. So | think that's a big
learn learning experience for us. And what has been brought up to your survey
is the importance of virtual technology and streaming and all those things in
perspective. So a lot of our pastors had very high hopes of how virtual content
was going to help their church maintain and even grow during the pandemic,

mentioned that bothered him. It's the same thing that bothered
me when | was preaching at Cahaba Heights. He's preaching to an empty sanc-
tuary and | don't think he'd ever done that before and it really affected him. Have
you heard any anecdotal evidence of that from pastors.

Dr. Crain: Yes, I've talked to several that have felt as though they were ill
equipped to, to do any kind of on camera preaching at all. Even just preaching
with a full room of the camera would have been a new experience for | think that
their fault

Larry McDowell: very

Dr. Crain: material would be out there in perpetuity that that never crossed
their mind. And so it's that aspect as well is now that

Dr. Crain: held to a standard that our works can be brought back to us. So
that just that aspect, but then an empty building, that's a whole another layer of
it to preach to a camera. That could be the material morning represented. But
now you're preaching to an empty building on top of several guys have had
stage fright. They said that just it just felt like | couldn't felt like | was slurring my
words. | couldn't think clearly because I'm not used to preaching and there's no
affirmation at all, because | think they sermon as not not in a full extent, but
somewhat of a dialogue. You know, your it's not a monologue, you're preaching
and you're watching the expressions of people, you're listening to their verbal
responses amen or whatever they might say.

And to not have any of that, especially for those who are in more participa-
tory worship styles, you know, more freedom in their worship as opposed to
liturgy. It was almost this crippling to some movie skies. And so they have
learned this skill that they now have learned the hard way | think will serve them
well, right, That has been something has been brought up over and over.

Larry McDowell: Well. | wanna thank you, Dr. Crane. This is [was an inter-
view with Dr. Chris Crain, the Director of Missions, Birmingham Metro Baptist
Association.
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Rebels Take Syria as Fifty-Three
Year Assad Family Reign Ends

Damascus, Syria., Dec. 8, 2024

Early this morning rebels took
over Damascus and had the govern-
ment turned over to them peacefully
with Assad apparently nowhere to be
found. It was reported that Assad's
family had fled earlier to Russia and
Russian state media reported that As-
sad himself landed in Moscow after
having fled. This is a historic moment
as the collapse of more than 53 years
of al-Assad family rule has finally end-
ed. (See Historical Background be-
low.) The rule was marked by so much
violence and hard rule, with any dis-
sent being quashed to point of literally
killing thousands of their own country-
man, including the use of chemical
weapons. This harsh rule began a civil
warin 2011 that continued to this day
as the people attempted to overthrow
Assad. Only the help of Russian air
forces, Iran and Hezbollah allowed
him to continue his rule to date. How-
ever, with Russia's interest heavily
vested in Ukraine and Hezbollah lead-
ership destroyed and military forces
seriously weakened by Israel recently
in Lebanon, Syrian rebel forces were
able to take the country.

Al-Jalali, leader of Hayat Tabhrir al-
Sham, has taken a more moderate
stance in the 10 days leading up to the
capture of Damascus. Although he
once had ties with Al-Qaeda and spent
five years in American prisons in Iraq
after fighting the Americans there, he
has since denounce Al-Qaeda and
taken a more Syrian nationalist ap-
proach to his rebel activities. Hayat
Tahrir al-Sham is designated as a ter-
rorist organization by the United
States and the United Nations, a des-
ignation Al-Jalali has been trying to get
removed. During the recent ten days,
he ordered his forces not to attack
minority religions, such as Christians,
and had them go around and tell
Christians in occupied areas that they
may celebrate Christmas. He also told
forces to stay out of government offic-
es until they were voluntarily relin-

quished to them. Perhaps this more
moderate approach and his handling
of Syria from this point forward will
allow Al-Jilali to achieve his goal of
normalcy.

President Joe Biden called it a
"moment of historic opportunity for the
long-suffering people of Syria" in his
remarks at the White House today,
according to NBC News. Celebrations
broke out in Damascus after the fall of
Assad.

Historical Background

Syria has always been viewed as an
important geographical location sub-
jecting it to conflicts throughout its his-
tory. Syria was a province of Rome in
the first century AD and is mentioned
ten times in the New Testament, as
well as 108 times in the Old Testa-
ment (ESV). Syria and Cilicia together
was a mission area for the early Chris-
tian church. Syria was a country in
which the Greek language came to-
gether with the Syriac language, the
latter being closely related to the Ara-
maic dialect used by Jesus and the
Apostles. The Phoenicians of biblical
times lived on the coast of ancient Syr-
ia and were the most skilled seamen
of that era. Control of Syria passed to
the Byzantines after the split of the
Roman Empire. It was conquered by
the Arab Rashidon army by AD 640
and fought over by various Muslim
leaders and even a ftribute nation of
Mongols during the middle ages. Sec-
tions were held by French, English,
Italian and German overlords during
the Crusades. The Ottoman Empire
controlled the region from the six-
teenth century. After the Ottoman Em-
pire chose the wrong side in World
War | and was defeated, they lost con-
trol of the entire region. France and
Great Britain had already begun pars-
ing up the Middle East two years be-
fore the war ended, with France even-
tually taking control of Syria after
many conflicts against local rulers.
After the end of World War Il, the Syri-
an Republic was founded in 1946,
ending in constant upheaval. Begin-
ning in 1949, there were a series of
military coups. After the Suez Crisis of
1956, Syria signed a pact with the So-
viet Union, which continued to influ-
ence the nation under Russia even as
the bloc was broken up. Hafiz al-
Assad controlled the military and
eventually became the cult leader of
the ruling Ba'athist party and turned
the country into a totalitarian dictator-

ship, eventually succeeded by his son,
Bashar al-Assad who took over the
country in 2000 in an unopposed elec-
tion. Syria's attack of the nation of Is-
rael weakened it and eventually
caused the loss of the Golan Heights
in the south as a result of the Six-Day
war in 1967. There was rioting in the
years after Assad took over and Assad
clamped down on any dissent. During
the Spring 2011 attempt to overthrow
his government, there were many re-
prisals. Assad is purported to have
killed thousands of his own people, to
include using chemical weapons. His
support by Russian air forces, Iran and
Hezbollah allowed him to continue in
control, albeit with constant civil con-
flict throughout the country, until now.
With Russia drawn to Ukraine and the
defeat recently of Hezbollah leader-
ship and forces in Lebanon, rebel forc-
es where able to make a 10-day
sweep to take Damascus and over-
throw the Assad and end his tyrannical
rule.

Commentary

| would like to begin with this from
Ephesians 6:12:

“For we do not wrestle against
flesh and blood, but against the rulers,
against the authorities, against the
cosmic powers over this present dark-
ness, against the spiritual forces of evil
in the heavenly places.” (ESV)

For 53 years the al-Assad family
ruled over Syria with an iron fist, in-
cluding subjugation to the evil sphere
of the Soviet Union and Putin's Russia
to keep that power. When rulers make
deals with the devil to stay in power, to
the detriment of their own people,
there eventually comes a price to pay.
While Assad did not suffer the humilia-
tion and execution of Saddam Hussein
in Iraq, but escaped to Russia, he fi-
nally lost the power he had committed
so many sins to keep. While | am re-
luctant to say at this point that the new
ruler(s) of Syria will be better, there
are positive signs this will be so. The
Syrian people did what was instructed
in James 4:7, "Submit yourselves to
God. Resist the devil, and he will flee
from you." (ESV)

Larry McDowell
Editor, CP



Texas State Board of Education
Approves Bible Curriculum for K- 5

Austin, TX., Nov. 23, 2024

CNN reports that public schools in
Texas now have the option to teach a
Christian biblical view as part of their K
-5th grade curriculum. It is a part of the
state developed curriculum called
Bluebonnet Learning. School districts
in Texas are autonomous in choosing
their curriculum, however, the state
offered $60 per student to accept this
curriculum will be hard for most to turn
down.

Critics of the curriculum argue that
it heavily favors Christianity over other
faiths. Some suggest that it violates
the establishment clause of the First
Amendment, which states, "Congress
shall make no law respecting an es-
tablishment of a religion." On Satur-
day, Rachael Laser, CEO of Ameri-
cans United for Separation of Church
and State told CNN that, "Parents and
families, not politicians or government
officials, shoul get to decide if, when
and how their children engage with
religion."

An opponent to the Bluebonnet
curriculum, Sharyn Vane, emphasized
that it was the job of parents to teach
their children about religion - not public
schools. She told CNN, "As a Jewish
parent, of course, we taught our child
our faith at home, and | think no matter
your faith, the parents are the ones
who need to be teaching those les-
sons."

For similar reasons, seven of the
15-member board voted against the
measure, narrowly passing by one
vote. The tally was four Democrats
and three Republicans who opposed
this measure, including Pam Little, the
Republican vice chair of the board.,
whose additional argument was that
materials are too rigorous for young
students.

Texas is among several Republi-
can-led states that have passed legis-
lation that incorporates Christianity in
public schools. A federal judge this
month temporarily blocked a Louisiana

law that would have required the Ten
Commandments to be displayed in
every public school classroom by the
new year. It is likely that other states
will be similarly challenged on religious
overstep in public schools when they
favor one religion over another.

Commentary

| stated this previously and | will
state it again: we are not a theocracy.
The framers of the United States Con-
stitution Bill of Rights realized that they
needed to curtail some of the govern-
mental abuses they had experienced
in Great Britain and elsewhere in Eu-
rope and set out to right those griev-
ances. When you permit one religion
to dominate public schools over anoth-
er, you risk the tide turning in decades
or even centuries later. Globally,
Christians make up only 31.5% of the
people of all religions. We are globally
in a minority. Could you imagine hav-
ing the strict tenants of the Koran be-
ing enforced on American education
as it is in numerous Middle East coun-
tries. We are not Muslims.

In fairness, as much as we as
Christians would love to have young
people exposed to the teachings of
Jesus at a early age, it is not our gov-
ernment's responsibility to do so. It is
our responsibility of us as Christian
parents, much like the Jewish parent
above stated. | can tell you from my
own studies, we are falling down on
the job considerably. According to one
study, only 17 percent of Christians
have any type of religious activity at
home in the week that separates ser-
vices in the church, to include bible
study, prayer, and yes, teaching the
little ones. As a result of this, our own
children are not even being taught by
their own parents a home. | suggest
we clean up at home first, before we
start trying to force our religious beliefs
down the throats of other American
children.

| was a Gideon, on and off in three
camps Alabama. We distributed our
little testaments to children in the fifth
grade. Fortunately, the school districts
allowed us to do this for the most part,
though some in Alabama had begun
stopping the practice. | found this
practice acceptable, because, we
were not their teacher and therefore
were not forcing our religion on these
children. We merely offered the testa-
ments, then it was up to them, and
later their parents, what to do with
them.
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When | was in the fifth grade, |
remember clearly a bad feeling | had
when | looked up from the daily morn-
ing prayer, allowed in 1960 in Ala-
bama, and saw the look of discomfort
on a Jewish girl's face as it ended, "In
Jesus Name, Amen". Even at so
young ad age and for a very religious
boy who attended both services each
Sunday at Centercrest Baptist Church,
| still felt the wrongness of that and
was ashamed. | stated this earlier as
well, "Give unto Caesar..." You know
the rest. When you threaten to put
your own religion over another, be
prepared down the line to have your
own religious freedom challenged. If
we just simply did our jobs as parents,
grandparents and great-grandparents,
in educating our youth about Jesus,
we would make a huge impact on
church attendance. We should not try
to force the government to do our job,
as parents and churches.

Larry McDowell
Editor, CP

Matt Gaetz Withdraws Nomination
Washington, DC. Nov. 21, 2024

ABC News announced today that
former Rep. Matt Gaetz has withdrawn
his name for consideration for Attorney
General in President-elect Donald
Trump's upcoming administration. "I
had excellent meetings with Senators
yesterday," Gaetz wrote in a post on
X. "l appreciate their thoughtful feed-
back - and the incredible support of so
many. While the momentum was
strong, it is clear that my confirmation
was unfairly becoming a distraction to
the critical work of the Trump/Vance
Transition. There is no time to waste
on a needlessly protracted Washing-
ton scuffle, thus I'll be withdrawing my
name from consideration to serve as
Attorney General. Trump's DOJ must
be in place and ready on Day 1."
Gaetz's nomination was a surprise to
many lawmakers, with, even high level
Republicans, suggesting that his nomi-
nation was not going to be easy.
Gaetz resigned from Congress in an
effort to stop the ethics investigation
that alleged sex ftrafficking and drug
use.

Commentary
It is unsure the motive of Donald

Trump as to why he would nominate
such a controversial figure to our na-
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tion's top law enforcement post. How-
ever, it is reassuring that even some
Republicans will draw the line to inex-
perience and immorality when advis-
ing and consenting on cabinet level
posts to lead our nation's government,
even if they still refuse to refute the
very leader of this government on the
similar grounds - they have done the
right thing here. Character counts, and
the character of that nomination was
certainly in question. There are still
others being nominated whose char-
acter, loyalty to the nation, other than
Trump, and morality are under ques-
tion. Let us hope that Republicans
continue to scrutinize other unworthy
picks.

Larry McDowell
Editor, CP

Mass Deportations
Using the Military Confirmed
by President-Elect Trump

Washington, DC. Nov. 18, 2024

According to ABC News, Presi-
dent-elect Donald Trump confirmed he
would declare a national emergency in

order to implement his campaign
promise of mass deportations of illegal
immigrants. Trump replied on social
media that such reports of using mili-
tary assets was indeed "TRUE!!".

In his original campaign pledge at
a rally at Madison Square Garden he
stated, "On day one, | will launch the
largest deportation program in Ameri-
can history to get the criminals out. |
will rescue every city and town that
has been invaded and conquered, and
we will put these vicious and blood-
thirsty criminals in jail, then kick them
the hell out of our country as fast as
possible."

Commentary

Leviticus 19:33-34 states, "When a
foreigner resides among you in your
land, do not mistreat them. The for-
eigner residing among you must be
treated as your native-born. Love them
as yourself, for you were foreigners in
Egypt. | am the LORD your
God." (ESV)

You did not have to become a Jew
to be a foreigner in Israel. To become
a Jew, all you originally needed was a
belief in the one true God and circum-
cision. To become a Christian, the
requirement was less physical and
was simply, but most importantly, re-
pent and accept Jesus Christ as your
Savior. To become American, it was
once much simpler as a portion of Em-
ma Lazarus' poem on the Statue of
Liberty monument states:

"Give me your tired, your poor,

Your huddled masses yearning to
breathe free,

The wretched refuse of your teeming
shore.

Send these, the homeless, tempest-
tost to me,

1 lift my lamp beside the golden door!"

In the most egregious use of the
U.S. military domestically since the
attack on the veterans of World War |
on the capitol mall by Herbert Hoover,
the republican president-elect intends
to use the military for his own political
purposes. Republicans are supposed-
ly for States-rights, however they have
failed miserably under the Trump ad-
ministration who would impose his
MAGA will on as many states with
which he can. Governor Walz, the
2024 Vice Presidential candidate for
the Democrats, stated his states-rights
position on immigration in 2018 in a
CBS interview, "My position on Minne-
sota becoming a sanctuary state boils
down to who has the responsibility for
enforcing immigration law." While
Trump supports the states as having a
right to determine their own rules on
abortion, he refuses to give them the
authority over immigration within their
own border, except to demand they
send all undocumented aliens pack-
ing. Now he wants to use the military.
As a military man of 20 years, | find
that offensive and quiet bordering on
an unlawful order, forbidden under the
post-Vietham Code of Conduct. | hope
the generals remind their commander-
in-chief of that code and that such a
use of the military domestically is the

unlawful act that it is and they are not
bound to follow such an order.

In this editor’s opinion, MAGA
does not mean Make America Great
Again. It is a dog whistle for Make
America White Again. That explains
the support from the KKK, Nazi
groups, Proud Boys, etc., of whom
Trump said there were good people
and patriots. Donald does not have a
problem with European immigration
and sponsored his wives to come to
America, he just hates all those others
out there. Do you hate immigrants? As
a Christian, have you followed God's
commandment and loved our immi-
grants ... all of our immigrants - legal
or not? The Bible made no such legal
distinction. Trump's own mother was a
Scottish immigrant, as was his first
wife Ivana from Czechoslovakia and
his current wife, our former and soon
First Lady, Melania from Slovenia.
Remember the days when former
Eastern Europeans, even naturalized
citizens, were suspicious and could
not hold certain security clearances.
Love your immigrants. The Donald
does, if they are white and from Eu-
rope.

Yes, let's make America great
again. You know what they mean.
Let's go back to the days of my Dad-
dy, where he said there was a sign
outside the city limits of Cullman, Ala-
bama stating something like, "Nigger,
don't let the sun set on you in Cull-
man". When | received a note
scrawled in bad penmanship by mail
as editor of the Independent Press
stating, "Nigger, take this penny and
save on welfare. Go back to pickin
white mans cotton. KKK" [there was a
penny enclosed]. Being white myself, |
found the letter both amusing, yet
frightening in the mid-seventies. As a
boy in the mid-fifties in Birmingham,
Alabama, | remember the days of Jim
Crow when my mother admonished
me not to drink out of the water foun-
tain labeled "Colored" (she spelled it
out for me as an English lesson), be-
cause it was nasty. There was also the
time | went to the back of the city bus
to go to school and the bus driver hol-
lered, "You better get back up here
boy before | tan your hide." The peo-
ple around me were encouraging me
to obey him, as they feared they would
be in trouble having a white boy in the
colored section. Yeah, those were the
good ole days - just ask a large seg-
ment of Trump voters pining for their
return.

For those Republicans who now



revere Ronald Reagan more than their
founding President Abraham Lincoln
(and certainly have forgotten his no-
tion of equality for all in America), |
leave you with his final words in his
farewell address:

January 19, 1989: "Now, tomorrow
is a special day for me. I'm going to
receive my gold watch. And since this
is the last speech that | will give as
President, | think it's fitting to leave
one final thought, an observation
about a country which | love. It was
stated best in a letter | received not
long ago. A man wrote me and said:
'You can go to live in France, but you
cannot become a Frenchman. You
can go to live in Germany or Turkey or
Japan, but you cannot become a Ger-
man, a Turk, or a Japanese. But any-
one, from any corner of the Earth, can
come to live in America and become
an American.'

"Yes, the torch of Lady Liberty
symbolizes our freedom and repre-
sents our heritage, the compact with
our parents, our grandparents, and our
ancestors. It is that lady who gives us
our great and special place in the
world. For it's the great life force of
each generation of new Americans
that guarantees that America's triumph
shall continue unsurpassed into the
next century and beyond. Other coun-
tries may seek to compete with us; but
in one vital area, as a beacon of free-
dom and opportunity that draws the
people of the world, no country on
Earth comes close.

"This, | believe, is one of the most
important sources of America's great-
ness. We lead the world because,
unigue among nations, we draw our
people - our strength - from every
country and every corner of the world.
And by doing so we continuously re-
new and enrich our nation. While other
countries cling to the stale past, here
in America we breathe life into
dreams. We create the future, and the
world follows us into tomorrow.
Thanks to each wave of new arrivals
to this land of opportunity, we're a na-
tion forever young, forever bursting
with energy and new ideas, and al-
ways on the cutting edge, always lead-
ing the world to the next frontier. This
quality is vital to our future as a nation.
If we ever closed the door to new
Americans, our leadership in the world
would soon be lost.

A number of years ago, an Ameri-
can student traveling in Europe took
an East German ship across the Baltic
Sea. One of the ship's crewmembers

from East Germany, a man in his six-
ties, struck up a conversation with the
American student. After a while the
student asked the man how he had
learned such good English. And the
man explained that he had once lived
in America. He said that for over a
year he had worked as a farmer in
Oklahoma and California, that he had
planted tomatoes and picked ripe mel-
ons. It was, the man said, the happiest
time of his life. Well, the student, who
had seen the awful conditions behind
the Iron Curtain, blurted out the ques-
tion, "Well, why did you ever leave?" "|
had to," he said, "the war ended." The
man had been in America as a Ger-
man prisoner of war.

"Now, | don't tell this story to make
the case for former POW's. Instead, |
tell this story just to remind you of the
magical, intoxicating power of Ameri-
ca. We may sometimes forget it, but
others do not. Even a man from a
country at war with the United States,
while held here as a prisoner, could
fall in love with us. Those who become
American citizens love this country
even more. And that's why the Statue
of Liberty lifts her lamp to welcome
them to the golden door.

"It is bold men and women, yearn-
ing for freedom and opportunity, who
leave their homelands and come to a
new country to start their lives over.
They believe in the American dream.
And over and over, they make it come
true for themselves, for their children,
and for others. They give more than
they receive. They labor and succeed.
And often they are entrepreneurs. But
their greatest contribution is more than
economic, because they understand in
a special way how glorious it is to be
an American. They renew our pride
and gratitude in the United States of
America, the greatest, freest nation in
the world - the last, best hope of man
on Earth." [President Ronald Reagan]

You see, immigrants, (almost all of
them, are not the criminals, rapists
and drain on resources that Trump
would have you believe. The crime
rate amongst illegal immigrants is low-
er than the general population. They
contribute to the economy greatly. It is
estimated that the cost of such a mass
deportation to be almost a ftrillion dol-
lars over a decade. That is just the up
front cost. The loss of labor and its
impact on the economy would be mas-
sive as the construction and agricul-
ture industries would lose at least one
in eight workers and one in 14 workers
in hospitality, including 30 percent of
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the workers in major construction
trades, such as plasterers, roofers and
painters; nearly 28 percent of graders
and sorters of agriculture produces;
and a fourth of all housekeeping
cleaners. Most Americans are too lazy
to do the work or find it beneath their
dignity. There are at least 1 million
undocumented immigrant entrepre-
neurs who generated $27.1 billion in
total business income in 2022.

Overall, mass deportation would
lead to a loss of 4.2 percent to 6.8 per-
cent of annual U.S. GDP, or $1.1 tril-
lion to $1.7 trillion in 2022 dollars. In
comparison, the U.S. GDP shrunk by
4.3 percent during the Great Reces-
sion between 2007 and 2009 making
the chances of another large econom-
ic downturn under Trump's next ad-
ministration highly probable. The neg-
ative impact would be the most signifi-
cant in California, Texas, and Florida,
the three states that were home to
47.2 percent of the country's undocu-
mented immigrants in 2022 and where
one in every 20 residents would be
deported.  (American  Immigration
Council)

It is not a surprise, when you con-
sider that Trump, thought by his voters
to be great on the economy and the
nation as a whole, is quite the oppo-
site. It is also not a surprise in that
almost every Republican president
since Herbert Hoover has cause an
economic downturn with their trickle-
down economic policies of helping the
rich at the expense of the poor and
middle-class. Even Reagan caused
economic woes, it was just delayed
until his Vice-President George H. W.
Bush took office (remember "lts the
economy , stupid!") True conserva-
tives should be aware of the poor re-
sults recorded during Trump's previ-
ous four-year administration:

» The federal debt held by the public

went up, from $14.4 trillion to $21.6

trillion or 7.2 trillion dollars.

» The economy lost 2.7 million jobs.

» The unemployment rate increased by

1.7 percentage points to 6.4%.

» The trade deficit in goods and ser-

vices in 2020 was the highest since

2008 and increased 36.3%.

» The number of people lacking health

insurance rose by 3 million.

* lllegal immigration increased.

* The murder rate in his last year rose

to the highest level since 1997.

* Home prices rose 27.5%
(FactCheck.org}
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In fact, much of the inflation that
was credited/blamed on Biden's ad-
ministration, was caused by many of
the fiscal policies of the Trump admin-
istration. Yet, Trump used inflation to
win the 2024 election when he himself
contributed to much of it. You cannot
let the rich get out of paying taxes, yet
keep spending to the greatest deficit in
our nation's history. Any high school
economics student can tell you that
causes inflation. Now Trump, in his
xenophobic frenzy, wants to contribute
to the loss of 4.2 percent to 6.8 per-
cent of annual U.S. GDP, while reduc-
ing taxes for the wealthy once again
and raising tariffs, which will cause
inflation to go into obit.

Enough said. God commanded us
to love immigrants, so how can any
good Christian support this attack on
millions of people contributing greatly
to our American economy and who
just want to be free.

Larry McDowell
Editor, CP

Trump Declared Winner
of the 2024 Election

Washington, DC. Nov. 6, 2024

The Associated Press declared
Donald Trump the winner in Wisconsin
at 5:34 am EST the day after the elec-
tion, wrapping up his chances for the
White House when it was determined
that the remaining votes would not be
enough to turn the tide towards Vice
President Kamala Harris to overtake
Trump. Trump had already swept the
other two must-have states of Penn-
sylvania and Michigan in the "blue-
wall" and Wisconsin sealed the deal.

Commentary

Also on this date, as editor of the
former Independent Press of the sev-

enties and now a licensed and or-
dained minister, | have decided there
is a need for a truthful news source
that Christians can come to other than
politically motivated right-wing evan-
gelical sources, Fox News, Newsmax
and even more crazy right-wing inter-
net sites. | provided some news and
commentary on the McDowell Bible
College supported Bible College Radio
internet radio site. However, it did not
have the audience that was hoped in
that media. Christian PRESS (CP)
was created to bring back into focus a
moral outlook for the Christian world
for both hardcopy and online media.
Many good and well-meaning Chris-
tians have been deceived into follow-
ing an immoral, corrupt, mendacious,
authoritarian, anti-democratic and,
when you realize the truth, irreligious
leadership. They look with tunnel vi-
sion to one or two narrow issues they
believe is important to them such as
abortion or the immorality of the gay
lifestyle, ignoring the character and
moral foundation of the leader. Those
deceived Christians chose a leader
who rarely ever attended a church
service. Even the church he claimed to
have attended in his youth stated that
he was never a member and voted
that he would never be allowed mem-
bership due to his immoral character.
In supporting this con man who would
use anything, even religion, to gain
power, these deceived Christians are
willing to throw the baby out with the
bath water. Fortunately, many Chris-
tians, including the staff of CP, still feel
that character counts when choosing
those who would be role models to our
youth and examples to the rest of the
world.

In 2019, the editor of Christianity
Today, an evangelical magazine that
was founded in the fifties by Billy Gra-
ham, came out against Trump. Galli
wrote in the editorial, "The president of
the United States attempted to use his
political power to coerce a foreign
leader to harass and discredit one of
the president's political opponents,”
Galli wrote in the editorial. “That is not
only a violation of the Constitution;
more importantly, it is profoundly im-
moral." He put a crack in the evangeli-
cal support of Trump because he had
the moral courage to stand up to that
bully. However, he paid the price of
having to step down from his position
at the magazine. With 81 percent of
evangelicals voting for the morally cor-
rupt president in 2016, it was refresh-
ing to see that not every Christian had

drunk the Trump Kool-Aid.

I am not putting myself on the lev-
el of Mark Galli, as | have so much
less to lose, but when | took on bigotry
and hate in the seventies with Inde-
pendent Press in Birmingham, Ala-
bama, | received threats. | spent 20
years in the military and although |
never served in combat, there was
always the chance | would be called. |
answer that call again. Christians need
to start following the teachings of Je-
sus and God's commandments and
refute this evil, deceiving, immoral
Trump, or | worry about their very
souls, much less the soul of our na-
tion. You cannot support a wicked rul-
er and still consider yourself a follower
of Jesus.

We know well the words of Jesus
when he stated in Matthew chapter
7:15-20:

"Beware of false prophets, who come
to you in sheep's clothing but inwardly
are ravenous wolves. You will recog-
nize them by their fruits. Are grapes
gathered from thornbushes, or figs
from thistles? So, every healthy tree
bears good fruit, but the diseased tree
bears bad fruit. A healthy tree cannot
bear bad fruit, nor can a diseased tree
bear good fruit. Every tree that does
not bear good fruit is cut down and
thrown into the fire. Thus you will rec-
ognize them by their fruits.” (ESV)

and Mark 13:5-6:

And Jesus began to say to them, "See
that no one leads you astray. Many
will come in my name, saying, 'l am
he!" and they will lead many
astray." (ESV)

While Jesus stated that this would
happen. Remember the more of Mark
13:7-8:

"And when you hear of wars and ru-
mors of wars, do not be alarmed. This
must take place, but the end is not yet.
For nation will rise against nation, and
kingdom against kingdom. There will
be earthquakes in various places;
there will be famines. These are but
the beginning of the birth
pains." (ESV)

Those strong in Jesus Christ can
avoid the worst. It is never too late to
turn to truly Christian leaders who ac-
tually attend a church and pray to the
Almighty. But how are you going to
know if your only news source is Fox
News or Newsmax (who have collec-



tively spent billions of dollars in law-
suits for lying) or even less reliable
sources on the internet.

Good Christians followed Hitler on
to the path of the destruction of Ger-
many. Years ago, an old Nazi told me
once of voting for Hitler and enjoying
the promise of a schnitzel in every pot
and a Volkswagen in every garage,
until he was no longer allowed to vote.
A clergyman did not speak up about
the horrible treatment of the Jews,
because he was not a Jew. Then, it
was too late and it was his turn to be
sent off to the concentration camps.
Christians around the world, even to-
day, follow would be dictators until it is
too late for them to change course.
Now, good Christians in America have
followed another would be dictator
down the path to destruction - twice.
They forget he instigated an attack on
the Capital building and democracy
itself, they have no memory of his nu-
merous adulterous acts (none of which
he has repented for - he does not be-
lieve he needs to repent), his decep-
tion during the pandemic that cost the
lives of thousands, his numerous
bankruptcies to steal from others, and
finally, his seven ftrillion dollar deficit
(the largest in history) that contributed
to most of the inflation that he blamed
on his successor.

But, it is not too late to turn back
towards the Lord. To turn away from
evil and to do what Jesus would do.
America is not a theocracy. By taking
rights away from one group so that
you try and force your own beliefs on
others, you risk losing your own rights
in turn. Hillary Clinton once stated that
abortion should be legal but rare and
woke up to read a devotional each
morning. She attended church regular-
ly. Yet, Franklin Graham never men-
tioned any of that or the fact that her
opponent never went to church, ex-
cept for political gain, when he sent
out blatantly one-sided support for
Trump to churches nationwide.
Churches as nonprofits should never
involve themselves in politics, yet they
do, failing to remember the master's
words, "...render to Caesar the things
that are Caesar's, and to God the
things that are God's." (ESV) Trying to
do the right thing about abortion and
gays, churches and Christians have
allowed a would be dictator to attack
the basic precepts of this nation under
God. Freedom of religion also means
freedom from the domination of one
religious denomination over another.
That is a foundational concept we

must always remember.

As the website is built and | begin
the process of building the hard copy
magazine, | will also put these news
and commentary pieces on the Bible
College Radio several times a day and
on YouTube. | hope you will come
back and read or view these issues of
importance to all Christians from a
biblical and moral perspective, all for
His Glory.
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Let Us Know Your Opinion

If you would like to share your own
opinion, please send it by email to the
editor. Letters to the editor must be
reasonably polite, respectful, and the
language should reflect what a Chris-
tian would use, even if you may disa-
gree with any CP positions that you
may have read. To send a letter to the
editor, email it to the editor at the ad-
dress on the left. We look forward to
your response and your opinion.
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BUSS5003-593 Accounting for Churches and Nonprofits 3 hrs.

COM1001-594 Computer Applications for Churches and Nonprofits 3 hrs.
COM4601-605 Information Systems Management for Churches and Nonprofits 3 hrs.
COMS5005-611 Visual Presentation Preparation for Churches and Nonprofits 3 hrs.
COMO6601-595 Information Systems Management for Churches and Nonprofits 3 hrs.
LDR5001-599 Leadership for Churches and Nonprofits 3 hrs.

ENG1001-596 Written Communications for Christian Scholars I 3 hrs.
ENG1002-597 Written Communications for Christian Scholars II 3 hrs.
ENGS5001-598 Academic Writing and Research for Christian Scholars 3 hrs.
SPC1001-615 Speech for Christian Service 3 hrs.

Curtis Rush School of Religion and Seminary

BIB1002-588 Survey of the New Testament 3 hrs.

BIB5001-591 Introduction to the Old Testament 3 hrs.

BIB6001-621 Issues in Teaching the Bible 3 hrs.
BIB6990-620 Biblical Studies Project and Thesis 3 hrs.
LDR5501-600 Leadership Communication for Churches and Nonprofits 3 hrs.

THE6002-618 Systematic Theology II 3 hrs.

Tie Jiang Tan School of Science and Mathematics
MAT1001-601 Mathematics for Churches and Nonprofits 3 hrs.
Eusibius School of Social and Behavioral Sciences
HIS6001-614 History of the Church to 1517 3 hrs.
HIS6002-619 History of the Church from 1517 3 hrs.

SOC3201-606 Christian Counseling 3 hrs.
SOC5201-602 Christian Counseling 3 hrs.

* Some courses subject to cancellation due to lack of participation or need..
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